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This further difficulty awaits it at a subsequent
stage of development when the extension and re-
finement of moral^feeling seem to have gone on in
circumstances where there is no room for natural
selection to work Thus it has been admitted that
the feeling of sympathy, and the habitual exercise
of mutual good offices among members of a com-
munity, strengthen that society, and make it fit
to prevail in the struggle for existence over other
similar societies, the members of which are not so
much at one amongst themselves in feeling and
in act.

But* as benevolence and sympathy widen, and
become less closely connected with a definite
association of individuals, such as the family or
tribe, and there ceases to be a particular body to
the welfare of which these social feelings contri-
bute, the operation of the law of natural selection
becomes *less certain. This law only tends to con-
serve and perfect the feelings in question, in virtue
of the fact that the associations to whose good they
lead are successful in the struggle for life over
other associations the members of which are not
animated by like feelings. The one association
lives and expands, while the others are unable to
maintain themselves against the encroachments of
their neighbours, and thus fall to pieces. The law
of natural selection, therefore, comes into play only
when there are competing organisms struggling